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and pasture occupy 40 per cent of Estonia, 26 per cent of Latvia, and
but 24 per cent of Lithuania.

In spite of the large proportion of the population engaged in
agriculture and the considerable areas of level land, Lithuania alone
of the three states approaches self-sufficiency in foodstuffs.

An agricultural village in Lithuania. (Courtesy of the Consulate General of Lithuania,

New York.)

NATURAL RESOURCES

With the exception of soil, forests constitute the only natural re-
source of major importance. Although the proportion of forested
land varies from 17 per cent in Lithuania to 28 per cent in Latvia, all
three countries have ample reserves to meet their own needs and to
provide a surplus for export. The forests consist largely of conifers,
with spruce and pine predominating. The timber which they furnish
serves as the raw material for the leading industries of the area, and in
a prepared or raw state competes with agricultural products for the
leadership in exports.

Mineral resources, with the exception of peat, sand and clay, are
largely lacking in the three states. Estonia is an exception to this
rule. Here rich oil shales, which should yield tip to 40 per cent crude
oil, underlie some 2000 square miles. The exploitation of this re-
source has only begun, but in the future it is likely to become of con-